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Good morning.

Your Excellencies, 

Our gracious lady sponsor, Mrs Sue McElhinney, 

Mr Bruce McElhinney, Drilling Manager of Apache Energy Limited,
Mr Jeff Saile, President of ENSCO Offshore International Company,

Distinguished guests, Fellow Colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to welcome all of you to the naming ceremony of jackup ENSCO 106.        

The jackup is built for ENSCO, a leading international drilling contractor especially in jackups, and a long-standing and valued customer of Keppel FELS.

ENSCO 106 is the latest of five jackups that the Keppel Offshore & Marine group has built for ENSCO since 1998. I am happy to report that the construction for a sixth jackup ENSCO 107, slated for delivery in end of this year, is making very good progress.  

We thank ENSCO for choosing Keppel FELS to be your partner in renewing and upgrading your fleet of premium rigs.
Over the years, we have been entrusted with several repair and conversion jobs for the ENSCO fleet, which we have delivered successfully. Jeff, we will continue to work with your company to ensure that your trust and confidence in the Keppel yards whether in Singapore, Brownsville or Rotterdam, are well placed .
This partnership that has been built over the years with each successful project reinforces Keppel’s commitment to be the Provider of Choice to our customers.
Both our companies have demonstrated our commitment to developing quality solutions for a win-win relationship. We hope to continue to support ENSCO in providing world-class services to their customers, in this case APACHE. 
I am proud to note that the Keppel FELS project team manages each job awarded to us by our customers with the same gusto and vigour as the first, and nothing is taken for granted. 

In the case of ENSCO 106, Keppel FELS was proactively involved in all stages of the project from design to commissioning. Using the collaborative Owner Specified Equipment (OSE) business model, Keppel FELS managed the drilling and drilling-related equipment in addition to the other rig machinery equipment.  
Our Project Management and Engineering team together with ENSCO’s team, worked directly with personnel from major drilling equipment vendor, VARCO in the US to ensure that interface and information requirements were clearly understood and properly addressed during the project life-cycle.  

The indepth understanding of requirements and strong project management skills demonstrated by the tripartite partnership contributed to the fast track completion of this project, on budget and ahead of schedule.   

Safety is of paramount importance in our operations.  As with all our other projects, stringent safety standards were maintained throughout the construction of ENSCO 106.  I am glad  that our efforts have enabled us to achieve a safety record of over three million manhours accident-free.

ENSCO 106 is a hallmark of Keppel FELS’ design and engineering capabilities.  
While drawing upon the successful track record of Keppel FELS’ flagship KFELS B class design, the ENSCO 106 is unique in many ways.  Among its distinctive features are spud cans of much larger diameters which give ENSCO the flexibility to operate the rig in waters where the sea-bed soil conditions are extremely soft.  

The rig is also equipped with a Rack Phase Differential and Pinion Load monitoring devices with fully automated control functions developed by Keppel FELS’ research and technology arm, Offshore Technology Development (OTD).  These devices assist rig managers to jack their rigs safely out of water on location and reduce set-up time.

The special features incorporated in ENSCO 106 are examples of innovative solutions we have developed in-house.  Such proprietary designs give our yards the competitive edge and help sustain the growth of the Keppel O&M group.  The recent award of the Innovation Class certification to Keppel FELS is a clear reflection of Keppel’s total approach towards developing competencies and sustaining a culture of innovation.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the ENSCO for choosing Keppel FELS as your preferred shipyard and allowing us to be your Partner in Solutions. We look forward to our continued partnership.

I would also like to congratulate the teams led by by Mick Jobes and KC Lim, and the Keppel FELS team headed by Yeo Yue Ngiap and Jay Singam as well as the major drilling equipment vendor, VARCO, all subcontractors, suppliers and classification society ABS, who have worked hard hand in hand with us towards the successful completion of the project.

The mutual trust and the open communication displayed throughout the ENSCO 106 project have enabled the project teams to plan and execute yet another successful job, which we believe, has met the needs and expectations of our customer, ENSCO.    

To all our distinguished guests, we are privileged to have your presence here and thank you for joining us in this joyous occasion today. 
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